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vious pages. Development of individuals rather than the
building up of a body of subject matter should be the pri-
mary consideration of instruction. When this primary-prin-
ciple of learning is not followed, it is often more appropriate
to speak of methods of destruction rather than methods of
instruction.
THE   COURSE   OF    LEARNING
The course of learning is shown by learning curves. These
learning curves present graphically individual differences
which result from differences in the ability and previous
experience of the children, differences in interest, in the
method of learning, and in the task. Certain fairly typical
curves, hoxvever, appear in specific types of learning. In
finding the way out of a maze the learning curve usually
shows greater gains at the beginning than at the end of the
process. In learning somewhat complicated acts of skill/
such as ring-tossing, progress is slow with many ups and
downs. In solving problems the learning curve is slow and
wavering while the individual is exploring the situation;
then, when insight into the solution is gained, there is a
sudden rise in proficiency and a sudden drop in the amount
of time | required to solve the problem again. A Gestalt
psychologist presented a match trick to several subjects, all
of whom fumbled about some time in solving it. • As soon
as they had discovered for themselves or were shown the*
organizing principle of the puzzle, they solved it at once.
Moreover, when puzzles involving the same principle were
later presented, the subjects solved them quickly without
difficulty. In learning a foreign language progress is at first
slow and then gains momentum through an accumulation
of familiar words and general principles of grammatical con-
struction. Obviously, there is no one curve of learning.
There are, instead, various conditions under which certain
kinds of learning take place most efficiently.
Individual Differences. — Both observation and tests re-
veal great differences in readiness to read, write, and do
arithmetic among children entering the first grade. Not

